% I , G 


I CO i 


:;arwick CIjn ® 10 man hood , Robert Sitlington moved to hi 


b own prop 


i. e ; . rid 1 /ill boro 



Jacob 


Jarwick uho now owned the Durmcre property 


r cherished tho highest filial regard^for Robert Sitlington hie step father ' 


rs T 

C. ^ 


whose honor the branch was named . The Railroad station at the mouth 


*! 4 T 

Jk ■ 


gton Creek, was do named in honor if Robert Sitlington, the pioneer 

/ 


evolutionary War Veteran. 


Robert Sitlington, e Affidavit as a Revolutionary War V e tern ie as foil 

County 

R^-JETCN: EAlfH , Sept 26th 1832. ( Date of Affidavit’)- 


/ 


\ 


:crn -174-9 • In 1776. went out went out as substitute two months for 


-m * 


rawford, serving as ranger and Spy at Wafwicks Fort under captain 


Lrwis ar.d Captain Samuel Vance. Drafited 1777 to serve against the Indians 
rr ick and Clo verlick‘Forts, under Captain Samuel Vance , and Lieutenant- 


^ 1 Vi. 


1. 


Served four or six weeks against the British 177-1779. under 


;ohr. I’cCoy. Discharged at Richmond. Drafted for six weeks in 1781 and 


Captain David Gwin to Guilford ; was in the battle. 
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VATI'HAL SETTliU; 


CHAPTEk THREE ( Pocahontas County ) 


Yurt 1 ) 

See D ) 



e '.V. Brown. 



BALFORDS CREEK; - 


Galfords Creek , the head waters of Sitlington Creek from 


if - a 


ae Hill Eastward have been locally known as Galfords Greek from the very 

Thomas Galford 


earliest settlement of of this region of Pocahontas County . settled on Galfords 

A 

Creek then called Sitlington Creek^ about the year of 1782^was a tax payer at thi 
date . The Pioneer Thomas Galford secured a Land Grant of 154 Acres of land 


ituate on Sitlington Creek , bearing date of 1794 # and is now the same land^owAed 
V Vale Galford and Charley Wilfong, on Galfords Creek Ea6t of Glade Hill; 


There id a tradition i&lftt handed down 


ong the Galford decendante that the poonea' 


.r.eras ualford , gave a Bear Trap for his first homestead on Galfords Cceek, 


could have happened in the way of barter , and no record made of the transaction 


Galfords 


Creek has two branches 


I 




The left 




gives rise 


nand prong i 6 known as the Big Spring Branch of Galfords Creek 
-n a very large Gravelly_Spring .known as the Big Spring; 


w r 4 


situated at a very high altitud 


e in the Alleghany Mountains betwe 


en 


*” 


fi.'.orr. mountain and the Guinn Ridge . 


* * # — 1 i 


-i- Galgords Creek 


ft to 




» °r Right hand prong has a 
fal1 of ll2 ^ fee ' t » with a rate of fall 


total length of 6.1 




f* 


?* *1 r t-j n .4 J 

- ■ * *■ . * b a * 


irai yu 


e are basin of 8. 65 square mil 


per mile ? of 


184.4 feet 


• * *« Ji 


?’rong known as tho Big Spri 




branch has a length of 3.2 


* , 4 


u f el 1 


of 12^0 feot, with a rate of fall 


per mile of 350.6 feet 


t r 

4 • a 


■? m | 


r * * 


4 it 


I 

1 l 4 


• n 


of ?.48 

m p m * 


•quase miles. 



n l 


< * w ' 


01 iu ^ ru,, ‘' wa * taken out by 


th 


e 


Vrt ; 


1 , 


•01 tn >ors lAureer 


r 1 1 


* 1 1 1 V 


1 H the 


> >-ur of 1926. The GidforiB Creak 


tl 


5 0 ck 11 


r on 


• v - i oh k op t tho rsunshi.no fron th. 


0 






l 


t I., . L 

Wl0 


I < 


ountuln Rrook Trout, 


‘ V v 

11 . 


4 |U 
» i 


| 1 i 


** f; T <1 

* L v * S. U 


•1” * 










1867.JPG 



,f tho first settlers 


on upper G a lfords Creek was Ludy Taylor andd 


*\;f*U©l 4 0 ® » 


■tan who had nettled on the lands that was later occupied by Richard Hudson 


i « tin 


c " G til f o 


, ,, , „ „ awrtI i u v +Viri pprlv settlement made by the 

rdo Creek" war so nameu 0} ine eauj ^^ J 


oic'- or Thomas 


G til f ord, a 


nd the historical incident that happened in his fa 


/ 




\ . 4 »V *t''» c 


'X m * -* V 


4 * 


* ' % 


the primary 


* // 

cause in naming the branch Gal fords Creek. 


lie Story in brief, as follows: 


It is a matter of authentic history 


(x 


s Galford was living with his family on what is now ^alfords Creek, 


a Tk_ « 1 *■ 


a : • t 




he Indians were still making raids throughout the country. His daughter 


li years of ace was sent on an errand and was never heard of afterwards ; 

-- rz ras sent to aJj the settlers far and near , and vain search was made ; while 


% ■ 




* ^ * 


:g along the creek thinking she had fallen in the water and drowned 
large Indian trail , the tracks of the girl, some bits of cloth other 


1** ^ 


■ % 

C ' r 

* * * - * -w * 


gfl-ve evidence that Elizabeth had been captured by the Indians. 


c; c ^ 

w* wG * 


ci-Lowed till i£ became so obscure that, 


theid 

* 


ea of recapi the 




- •-'££ giver. up for the time. A few month subsequently Thom 


as Galford a man 


* * 


■l n L.ze c i £ amu e 1 G r ag ory 


went on through to the Indian villages in.Ohi 


r - c evidence of the missing girl. There 1 


s a tradition , or true story^ 


w 

A - g , i_ 


- •: i r 


if 


v ^ ^ 


return,they captured two fine horses from the Indians , add knowing 
be followed, by the Indians, returned on their 




* 


6 ° r threb of the Indians , which put a check on th 


*- **«*-• Jk 


* * ■ 


* - * 


*£- i 


* a * P 


.b 


o-i - r.igt m ad e th ei i 

/ 


’ escape back home. The ornaments and bracelets 


f 4 


9 i 

9 m m* 




r i f ^ 4 4 

' ■ w a i t J 


, which woe burned 


neu when Thormc G e lf 0 rd Junior, l c et hi 


J*" f- 

f ^ f | 


r , , 

V vf _ a 


aptured horoee wero two fine stallione 


' r 


* * 1 


^ oth*r ^ 1 1 *^ tiVi f’ ><a- i it tj i 

ir5 wn u i oyBuck Habbit 


w;i 


t T 


■dl 




1#"” t 

• w # V A U 1 


V - f> 


r. f/f :*'l r-hl Mud r*«,, j. 

'* on i f,ounty . 


1 <' other won bouhftt b\ 


CU7 ^ •- 


t r 


* 1 : f* 4 t «■ r 


f(J* ft 


U r. * o rj f ■§ r 


E Trice* Hietorh for thip not 


- 


r * - «• |» r * i i 

5 # •• * 




» i y 


»v r 1 1 


u: o(l \ 


v < i 


li 




f ft; fe f « 


'-li x i; n * 


r Ui s§ 


•i. ‘ - i ’ t- 


<or.' or Hffot 


g t?.c aarly eBltlir© 


“ ; t 


%i v? 


Id 


h 

4 f* + i 


v 


-1U>' 


' 4 i 


; ' : *•’ ■ ‘ ■ ■. * r h II' * I • i an J fiftl v t r: t 

¥ ¥ 



own trail, and in 


e pursuit, and 


, the Bay was called 


sold to John Fird , tht 


1 c* a 
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,,- v i r *r long un ^alforde Creek will ripple on toward the sea,placidly,with 


I eternal scheme of 



it will serve as a marker or monument to 


tli. 


, • ' "+ * > 
: t ■; l t *■ - • ■» 1 v 



c memory of capture of Elizabeth Gal ford by the Indians. 




vy xiV V ■ ^ 

v . V * ** V * * f 


Stony Run is the largest branch that flows into the Galford- 


eek , it has an entire length of 3»3 miles with a total fall of 1400 feet 

s:;d has a fall of 442* 2 feet per mile* with a drainage area basin of 

* " 





| “> 

•% , 

9 V 


square miles 


* * ^ ** 


The Warn Lumber Ccmpany built a standard gag^/e Railroad up Stony Run 

crossed the Allegheny Mountain at the head of Stony Run and went down on 

• * * * / . 

/n 

v, -iters of the Ruckman Draf^ and hauled quite :<a lot of timber from the 
~ • ■ *• e Allegheny fountain to the Lumber I/ill at P^sywood near Sitlington 


T* Lr - 


:ing of hauling timber acroBE the Allegheny and keeping up the 


3 a w-s-e w 


as a very expensive undertaking, and the project was abandoned 


5 rJch cf the vir ^ in forest on tke s °^ k side of the Allegheny mountain 
Y.-.ere. the Railroad crossed the Allegheny Mountain at the head of Stony 


elevation is near about 4000 feet 

* tr of the Stor.y Run is clear be crystal and wa 


* 


;* m 


m 9 *■ 


ice cold before 


t was taken out : 


Tha bottom land of the Stony Run id verv 


f ti 4K 

W % 4 


r u. t., 

0 i K,r 


•e nun where it flows into Galfords Creek 


it is 


i * * 


1 • » . tl. 


t 


vll creek worn stones 





thereby it has been called 


Jb ^ 0m t. ^9. 

W Jft i - ■ ‘ 4 < f | 


j * • r r i. 

















ft* in m v w -w r iA 



u % *■* *\ A iMi aH 


Tho Thorney Branch: is a email brunch that flows into the 


Si Hi a*ton Crook 


oat of what ie termed 


as Galfords Creek, and gives 


near the divide of the waterB of Rosin Run . The Thorney Branch 

fall 

nr. -n entire length of 3.8 miles witha fall of 450 feet, with a of 118.4 


i 


A 


fret per rile, and has a n area of a drainage basin of 1.78 square miles 


"no -horny Branch valley was origionally covered with £he famous '.Vhito - 


/ 


n 


rir.it ,.imber . The virgin ’.Vhite pine was takeout by the Sliding system 


> ' ii 

* V ta* 


the year of 1890. The slide was built by hewing one side of the logs 


to 


.-i pining them down A a short log forming a V shaped gmtter for the logs 
* * 

: sice m , the team of horses was hitched to the rear log which was called 
; bumper, about 25 or 30 logs would be rolled in the slide each being 


.rated 


. ca inchs or feet , by the use of a Trail Bar; The slide would be 
v-- irn.e:ed , by the use of a water barrel which was run over the Slide befcrj 
e • sere ^ c 1 ed in. Sliding was done in freezing weather, The Bumper log 


n tf 


% -* 


n a 

W 


ar vaa hauled by a J Grab so that if the trail ran away the team 


* « 


free from entan?:!ement. 


/ 


Ihe Thorney Branch, received its name from the many thorn trees 


£ n 


jpi 




.f* 




r * ♦ » 1 


*( fc *i * * 

* * m*. - 


t, 


m ** 


t C 4 


W A 


r t. 


fli T * 


P V* 


ranch, and th 

tf 

rn which 

can 

ry attrac 

ti ve 

.4 [i ei jr^n v 

, wi th 

Cl y ^1) ^ 

vo r' 


variety 


that seemed to grow most 


abundantly 


* hich can te ider * t ified by the large red or yellow fruit 

ippearance in the fall. Some times the tree 


ches The trunk is thick 


broud and flat-tppped. 


. : a 


4 4 \ 

i n 

kmi a 


1 * 


r 4 . wj 


IICul 00 


on old trunks .'ind tho branch 


os a 


re co vera 


m- iMi 


* r * to inches lo 


nt 


«r f 


. r c f 


t \ 


If , m * *, 


<• ' 


J * n , 


1 oti ti r 1 ns 


ht 


tho b ti! 


u 


* ' i 


o v t blunt oo i nt t>J 


W* Jtt W* « 

w * t n 


r lobod. 


t 

4 


O 


and 


■ 


ir* w T v .^ t ri; ;V!t th# fall 


■ *»'» 


I! 




f , Jf; «j t 


ft*nod. m hli trt# rio> J. 

. C rn 

Jt i§ d Qonr n tr*M» of high 




RUN; - 


Shock Run is 


that branch of Sitlington Creek that flows on the 


pide ot t)>« Hlcha.1 Mountain »nd connects with Sitlin e ton Crook 


he Gap 


at tho North-East «nd of Michael Mountain . 


This branch was formorly called 


Buzzards Creek , for about 100 years 


Buzzard the progenitor of all the Buzzards of Pocahontas* County settled 

and the most of his children settled on this Branch or very near 


$ F ranch 


It 


ft 


and tho vicinity 


was locally known as Buzzards Roost 


The State Highway passes through the BuzzardCreek Valley and in the 
rvest tine , hay SHOCKS may “be seen by the thousand , and some folks 


II 


ft 


4 ^ 


hrouch nick-named tha Branch, Shock Run 


in correspondence of the 


Hav Shocks that could be seen in the meadows, tha name seems to cling to 


/ J 

* p 

i V 


Bun which was locally known as Buzzards Creek. 

** * 


"he Shock Run or Buzzards Creek Has an entire length of 3-9 miles with a 
fall cf 1380 feet, with a fall of 353.3 feet per mile , and has a drainage 


c&eir; of 10.65 square miles 


Hr ii 


f Valley is a fine farming section, and has been well adapted to 


W M 

iS 





' v 

^ ** * * i 


, and there is plausible reason for believing that the largest appie 


OC&2IAA 


M 40? M 


■ Vic County, and it may be even in West Virginia, may be seen near 


..ouoon Buzzard built his frontier home. It meacuress three feet and 




^ s-l* f* t i*r 

* *- --44 ’ > ™ (i . 


tuo branches wore about 4-0 feet long. Seventy five bushels 


orfcd f ror 

• #« § i J 


J 


..u troo ut ono tRne. ( See Price? History of Focahontas 


1 1 


r r % tp 

t£ A * 


'■ H -■'PP 3 t> iron, ) This Branch should continue 


t ) 1 e 


uni er 
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natural setti; c 


CHAF 



THREE ( Pocahontas Counth ) 


( F:.rt 1 ) 

( Spc D ) 


Rob cob Brown. 





The North Fork of Deer Creek , or ( North Fork Creek ) as the 


name is applied to life© branch , is incorrectly named , the name 



es not mean 


s::y thing whatsoever, The branch of Deer Creek called North Fork Creek is the 
ef.st branch of Deer Creek and is not the North Fork as has been named . 

The North Fork of Deer Creek ( or the origional Warwicks Creek ) 
was at first named "Gartmille Creek " in honor of Thomas Cartmill who had secueed 
a patent or land Grant, from the Commonwealth of of Virginia for 358 acres of 
land bearing date of June 13th 1780 while under the regime of Augusta County. 


This tract of land is situated between the " Mine Bank " and the 


Eastern 


part of the $81%f Greenbank including the mouth of Roain Run 
survey of land taken up on the North Fork Greek adjoining the 


w fc r. - > 


and is the first 
Warwick lands 

This branch of Deer Creek was called Cartmills Creek for aperiod of 
five or thirty years from 1780 till about 1810 ? 


I 


as shown in giving the 


V - 


a '" rlPU °° 0f tb * la ” d ' •» the'wat.re of Cartalll. Crook. 

I 


n om as 


Cartmill was a Revolutionary 


qptair. of The Virginia Militia 


"ar vetern and was sworn in hb a 


ir -~ the name of Cartmills Creek .) 


Hoy 11 th 1780 ( It , hould have 0 , atim , d 


cr^ital t has been infested 


The North Fork Creek is cold and clear 


^ tfc fi ^ w* it* £ 

* • * 4 * ^ r 8 


ngtji 11. v miles 


* 1 


Of 1570 foet 


rtih th. f».uo aourtoin Brook Trt , it> the etr8an 
«M on ore, of drat„ age of 2 ,^ 8 


fri * m _ 

^ 1 b, 


‘•>> of foil per mile 


from the source + « +u~ 

t0 the conjunction of 


of 131 . ? feet . 


eq miles . 

I 


Gc Oi* i reek proper 


hb # f flr4 1 4 4 %# # . 

1 acuity for water power mill. 


c. f 


w * - t t * , 


' U 1 MhB,,. r,t 


* * t 


of.d erection oil «*. _ 

on several 


the North Fork of Deer Creek 


; « » 


n ^ili of tKfc t»j , w 

■ I icmnor -,7oo.l(l P ll, 4 
* VAAD . U) (iron 


V/utor power mille 0 n the 


#1 ]“ r aft _ » 



1 



v 1 ** j 


^ »a * 




ttr tt 


} 




1 # i 


•> r ti 


• < (oL if A ^ 

* **** V4t •, ( y 

. . M ] 

m i, 

1 ) M 

n the 11 

itilti of th 

f rnd till, H.J, 
• Hivt diitrov 

™ w 

hrt 

! 

1 .. i,( 

Mil 

tr * ill u t 

thti wutf»|* 

niouth 

power tMli 

' *■ Crook. 






$ And Dr, J # p # Mocirau ni] 


5 f S uitor. Run 
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■ h © 


( Hellebore Run p 

elloboi'c Run ie a brunch of the North Fork Creek 


that flfcwe 


d v: e No rth 


a distance of 3 * 25 mil os 


wi 


th a fall of 950 feet with a rate of 


fall per r.ile 


about 292.3 feet. 


The Hellebore Run wae named from the numerous Hellebore plants 
that £;rew on the run , especially on the head of the run , where the plants 





err - oetly in the damp and wet partd of the narrow bottom . 


n * 
U - 


B4- nTov;n 


& 


The Hellebore Run section 

a cattle raiser 
Virginia^who had secured a 


was firet developed by Jacob Hevener Sr 
land grant or patent of 650 acres 


rearing date of 1 83 8 


and later other tf-acte adjoining, situated on the 


% 


-.egheny mountain , Belebore Ridge , and Hellebore Run, and, employed 

* 

J a tenant to clear the lantfs and herd his cattle, horses, and sheep, that he 


John Spencer 


* 


d on the Allegheny mountains 


, now called the Hellebore Ridge grazing farm 


• r;C - in possession of the U.S. Forest Service ) 


About 1000 Acres of 


4 etc re Run section wae f 


enced up by Sailing down the trees . 


ehir.ing plaited leaves of the Hellebore plante put forth so 
». spring , end was so tmpting to the young cattle, that they would 


• hellebore 


which i B very poisonous , and would die from its 


" a- ^ * 

* # t 


nnd from this fact that John Speneer 



' * ’ » 1 ■ f - -t of hiB 


e pioneer of 


time 




S 1- * t t 


in the spring of the years cutting 


H. lobar Plant, and thsrsby ho gave it tho na»e of 


f ^ 


If IV 


| r A 4 


4 I 


ill 


2 chore Ridge t 


n 


tt 


itu r* 


on. of the highest paints in the State 0 ' 


L ^ 

# # 

t < 



t 

l *3 

t* I t 

* ■ o4‘ 


from th© Run w u4 fi j .a , . 

, w.iie ip situated on the 


■ . 



« # 


e t 


* A 


t'* l ! f \ 1 f ) T * g 

n« r A % 


11 took it 


ti 1 


. iw of tho Lily 


' ‘ i i I \ t I q> 

^ 

* » ! 'I 4 ' 

“ w m -m .1 mT 


I flat < , 


■ i 


nn ho ho; mjk! itch 


V. oo vi; 


/ 


11 


l 

I 




r f * o; 


t rowtrg 













r !«*• ivcroct', very numorotti , 


in stiff- branching, epike-like , dense- 


panicle*. Perianth of 6 oblong segments ; 6 


abort curved atanienB; 


Bias : i® 6 


tout, leafy 2 to 5 fee* tal1 


Leaves : Plaited, the lower 


oadlv oval pointed 6 to 12 inchee long; parallel ribbed, eheathing 

v * a 

where they claep it ; with the upper leaves gradually narrowing; 




■ * * 


■nong the flowers ere small. 


preferra to grow in Swamps, Wet Woodds, and low Meadows , and bl.oomB 


Bn month b of 1'ay and July. 


And growB in the South Eastern part of t 


ed States . 


The Name of Hellebore Run and Hellebore Ridge 


^ ^ ^ j-*- 


•own reaBon is incorrectly spelled ** ELLEBER " which appears 


leological Survey records of Pocahontas County, and the Topographical 


# * ? c 

» * 4b/ * 


F.S . 



Should be epelled "HELLEBORE, " ) 















'he Griffin Rvin , » brunch of the Hellebore Run , ie a email branch 1.6 miles 


lcrx , *7i 


th n fall of 875 feet with 546.8 feet fall per mile and has a draige 


siroa of 2.53 equar© milee. 


This Branch 1b very rough and narrow and th© mountain side© are very 


steep and rough but ie productive* 


The Griffin Run for many years was 


called Cherry Run , until about the year of 1892 when an old mountaineer 


by the nar.e of Riley Griffin f who wished to live far back in the mountains, 
tr-cru: the wild animals , and and wild game , and game fish of the mountain 
strea-e, and enjoy the fastness,and solitude,of the virgin forest of the 


llecheny fountains, , -and secured by Deed 


a tract of land on the branch 


r,:w railed Griffin Run ; The land he owned was very steep almost up on edge 

« 

ry much persistence he buil$ up a home , reared a large family, 

his 

r-:e lets of money, and always carried it in stocking leg or boot leg, 


r e i i vs z 


4 c 


umptuouely; Wild Turkey, Venison, and Bear meat was a common 


e r * i cl © o 


/ / 


- -: ft * i o r. 


food upon his table, ; He was instrumental in having the Board of 
of the Greenbank District to erect aad ma$f mantain a 




wcr.col on the Griffin Run for the benefit of his own family and for 


* f I- V m fm * ' * +1 


tfi ® folks on the head of the North Fork ( Which was called 


r i f f ir; School ) 


m#n the Ho rib Fork 


Lumber Company , wae cutting out all the virgin forest 


* * 

0 


* ► * 


* „ 


-.bn r t 


H ■ # 

* * *. A i tfj 


Cree<c and vicinity Griffin became much displeased and 
1 rrjijr - ibe virgin forest , and shoot squirrels 


# * 

W f v* 


4u r 1 ifi 


i* * 


'•hito onk 


• 1old out hio property , and left the 


ft 

m 


* n ft i 


ci if.t* *,«. 


t* fi tn r n • 
§ *, * •«# * I * 

ft I 


am> 4 f # 4 . *1 a m - 

' ‘ -»*1 Hu 


i rich will alwuye carry >iit* name ; 


l* 


n e 


0 ^f f iloi. 


’ "* l, "“ < •>» ‘ IU I „„ (> 


hi (:r 1 ffin Run and 


■ 


t-11 f ti H fj 


c * r.. 


^ f 


« I 


•4 waters of th. Nerth y v r k Craak. 












( BLOCK RUN) HII II HI I I ■1111 

Iloc k Run 1b a nmoll brunch of the North Fork Creek 3.25 milee in length and 
v a total fall in feet of 1085, and a rate of fall per mile of 293*2 
4 a drainage urea of 2*92 Sqare miles. 

The Block Run has its source near the Top Allegheny Battle Field, and 

f if- 

e vs dn. southernly direction to unite with the North Fork Creek 


This Branch has been quoted as M Black Run " in the U.C. F*S. Maps. 


it is locally known as BLOCK RUN 


// 


name 

and receiVe the from the fact that about 


\c-ar of 1540 Jacob Yeager and his son John Yeager had erected an Up and Down 
er power Saw mill, below the forks of Block Run , they built a dam across the run with 
r.er which was a complete piece of masonry the wall was about 13 feet high 
230 feet long; the inside was filled with clay , at about an angle of one to 

ar.i a half,; When the dam was full of water it covered an acre of ground 

■ 

the gate was closed to fill the dam , to run the mill, the run was 


; 1 ete 1 y Blocked , The Yeager Bill Dam Blocked the Run , hence the 


name 









